
     A man in Joplin, Missouri, was being interviewed by CNN about how folks were 
pulling together to help one another in the midst of the disastrous tornado that re-
cently struck the city.  The CNN reporter asked the man, “What most surprised you 
about how people helped one another?”  “The people from the church who came to 
help me,” the man immediately replied!  “I didn’t know they cared, but I am sure 

glad they do!” 

There is something both good and bad about this interview.  First, it was good to 
hear the church helping out, but it didn’t set well with me that the man would be so 
surprised that the church cared.   In part this might be a matter of lack of communi-
cation or PR on the church’s part, but I am guessing that this man had never felt 
the church really cared about him, a non-member, unaffiliated, non-going church 

person. 

A woman was sitting next to our presiding Bishop Hanson on an airplane.  The 
bishop was wearing his collar and so she asked him if he was a priest or a pastor, 
of course she was a bit surprised to hear he was a bishop. “What church are you 
from?” she asked.  “The Lutheran Church ELCA,” Bishop Hanson replied.  “Oh, we 
like you Lutherans!” She said, “I am a regional director with FEMA and after every-
one has left you folks are still there, helping out and putting things back together!  

Thank you!” 

I like this story better. The woman knew about the church, she knew that the peo-
ple of the Lutheran church cared.  It was no      surprise to her that we care. In fact 
it was Bishop Hanson who was surprised at the level of gratitude that someone 

who works in disaster relief had for the ELCA. 

As Christians of the Lutheran tradition we are at our best when we are caring for 
and helping others.  We witness God’s love in our compassion for others and our 
passion for mission in Christ Jesus.  People should not be surprised that Christians 
care for them and that people of faith are there to help.  Gratitude is good, joy is 
good, relief and peace are good, but no one should be surprised when we proclaim 

the love of God in our actions to help others. 

Like the Good Samaritan, we have the opportunity to act - no words necessary - 
just loving hearts and willing hands.  Lord knows the world could use a lot more of 

both.      
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Just a Reminder: 

Sunday, July 12th: VBS and German Fest combined worship at 10 

am, with our regular 9 am service at LMC. 

Sunday, September 4th: the last Sunday summer worship. 

STEWARDSHIP  

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  ―It is better to give than receive!‖                                                                                      
Of course, a pastor would say this! That doesn’t mean it is not true. There really is 
as much as, if not more, joy  when you can give something that makes a difference 
in the lives of others. When we give so that the hungry may be fed or children can 
have a school kit or a family can be warmed by quilts and blankets, we have done 

a good thing. When we give to help others, it makes us feel good. 

Whether we are spiritually, physically or emotionally moved by our gift, God does 
kind of a matching dollars thing with our gift. Not that God gives a dollar for a dol-
lar, but he gives us something even more profound and that is a sense of His love 
working through us. A gift given from the heart is the best offering of all. The heart 
is strengthened, changed and transformed. Like the Grinch in the Dr. Suess story, 
our heart grows in size to accommodate God’s love. When we give our gifts to God 
through the church, in the name of Christ with an open heart, God fills our heart 

with joy, peace and of course even more love than we could imagine.   

 July 4th, 2011 
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IS JESUS REALLY AT THE BAR???                      
Scripture says:  ―Wherever 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, 
there I am also‖. So I guess, Jesus is at the bar on Tuesday 
nights at 6:30 pm. A question might arise does the Bible or this 
Lutheran Pastor encourage drinking beer or wine? Not in excess 
or as the Book of Proverbs says: ―Partake in all things in mod-
eration‖; for those under age 21 and those allergic to alcohol, 
that means none at all.  

The whole point of having this unique event in the bar is to go 
where people are and to share a message of God’s love wher-
ever and to whomever. God’s love has no limits and so the 
places we can go to share that love are not limited either. 

STUFFED ANIMALS GO TO WAR! Ten months ago KC Ortiz made a  request of this congregation to provide 

stuffed animals for the  children of Haiti. The response was overwhelming. Hundred of stuffed animals of all shapes and sizes 
came in. But the Defense Department had other ideas and KC was not able to go to Haiti. So he, Ron Helton and Corey Hiller 
decided to take them to their theaters of operation— Iraq, Afghanistan and the Balkans. So now, children in all three areas 
are receiving these special gifts from America.  

KC informed me that an interesting thing was happening in Iraq where he is deployed. Soldiers and other service personnel 
would ask where he got the stuffed animals and if they could have one. Since fewer children were coming to the hospital, 
there were extras. 

Now, some of the men and women of this military nation have stuffed animals, that you gave, with them in 
their barracks, workstations and in backpacks -reminders of home and people who love and care for them. 
Thank you KC, Ron and Corey and thank you to the folks of Luther Memorial who care for those hurt by war 
and away from home.       

God Bless you ALL !!!! 

―THE BLESSING OF THE BIKES‖  

(Biker’s Night) Wednesday, July 
27th - 7 p.m. 

That’s right, once again we are going to have a mid-
week worship focusing on the blessing off all mo-
torcycles and I guess, any bikes that will be on the 
road this summer, whether going to Sturgis, SD or 
not. The worship will feature music, prayer, videos 
and a story for those who travel the highways on 
motorcycles. Welcome those who ride them and 
those who love the ones who do. Come to this 
unique worship! Celebrate the ultimate Sermonator, 
Jesus the rebel with a cause.   
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    LUTHER MEMORIAL CHURCH         
     

Worship  

Assistants 
         July 2011_9:-00 a.m. only 
 
                
        Service – 9:00 a.m. 
 
READERS   JULY 3 & 10   Cindy Post 
 
    JULY 17    Jenny Panko 
 
    JULY 24 & 31   Rod Hespen 
 
ACOLYTES   JULY 3    Max H & Emily W 
 
    JULY 10    Madalynne S & Abigail H 
 
    JULY 17    Joshua P & Grant H 
 
    JULY  24   Kiley H & Allison N 
 
    JULY 31    Peyton H & Kobe B 
 
 USHERS   JULY 3    Dwayne & Barb Witt 
         Stan & Linda Post 
 
    JULY 10    Brad & Bev Sporhase 
            
    JULY 17    Brad & Bev Sporhase 
        Bob Hallstrom 
        Henry Wellensiek, Jr. 
 
    JULY 24    Bob Hallstrom 
        Henry Wellensiek, Jr. 
        Ray Janssen 
 
VISITATION   JULY    Frank & Joyce Schulze 
 
VIDEO & AUDIO    JULY 3    Eric Lamblin & Dan Watermeier 
COORDINATOR   JULY 10    Ron & Diane Hawkins 
    JULY 17    Ole Schavland & Alan Maier 
    JULY 24    Andy Brace & Jim Pfeiffer 
    JULY 31    Eric Lamblin & Dan Watermeier 
 
*POWER POINT   JULY 3    Alyssa R 
    OPERATOR   JULY 10    Samantha H 
    JULY 17    Morgan L 
    JULY 24    Carlie K 
    JULY 31    Kylee W 
                

   PLEASE GET YOUR OWN SUBSTITUTE, IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE!!    



Lincoln Saltdogs Game - July 17th 
 

Nothing says summer like a baseball game, so letõs head up to 

Lincoln and see the Saltdogs in action.  The game starts at 

5:05pm. If you want to caravan, meet at church at 3:30.  If you buy your tickets 

online 24 hours in advance, there is a discount.  As like other events, we ask that 

at least one parent attend with your child(ren).  

 

If you plan on going, let Pr. Mike know - even if you meet us at the ballpark (so we 

know who all is thereñplus weõd like to get a picture of everyone at the game).  

 

VBS Donations 

For VBS, we need donations of the following items:  

 

Hemp twine, clean panty hose, Elmer's glue, quilt batting (partially used bags are fine) 

 

Please bring these items to the church narthex as soon as possible.  THANK YOU!  

 

 

Community VBS  

July 5 - 7th,  

6:00 - 8:30pm  

Pre-K thru 6th grade 

at the vacant lot east of the Syracuse Library. 

If youõre interested, we may still have room! Everyone is invited - invite your friends!  

Call the church office to find out more!  
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http://www.saltdogs.com/tracker/index.html?t=ad&ad_id=55&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjuniorsaltdogs.org


Confirmation Fellowship  

Mahoney State Park Aquatic Center 

Anyone going into grades 6 - 8 is invited to our sum-

mer fellowship event on Sunday, July 10th.  We will 

head up to Mahoney State Park where we will eat 

lunch (bring your own sack lunch with drink) and then 

weõll spend some time at the water park.  Bring $10 

for entrance and if you want a tube bring $3 for that.  

Meet at church at 11:30am and weõll return around 

4pm. Bring sunscreen and a change of clothes.   
 

Miniature Golf 

Sunday, July 17th, 10:15  

Weõll head up to Lincoln and play Miniature Golf at Adventure Golf Center, then 

go for lunch.  Bring $10 for golf and money for lunch.  Let Pr. Mike if you plan 

on going by Thurs, July 14th.   
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Random Content 

 

 
to the June Ushers & Worship Assistants. 

 - to ALL who brought pens or donated money for the camp school 
kits.  

 - to Lay Ministry &Parish Ministry for organizing the ordination anni-
versary celebration and to Jon & Barb Hughes, Fred & Chris Brede-
hoeft, Cheryl Panko and Bill Wirth for setting up.  

 - to Fern Neemann, Peggy Neemann, Cindy Post & Chris Bredehoeft 
for crocheting prayer shawls for the graduation seniors.  

 - to Luther Memorial for sending me as a delegate to the Synod As-
sembly.        Freda Hoffman 
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I want to thank all of you who have made my 25 years of ordained  ministry celebration so very special. Thank 
you for the kind words, the cards, your prayers and support. I am very moved by your graciousness and care of 
me and the very nice celebration. I am honored to serve as your pastor and I pray that you are as blest as you 
have blest me in my 9 years here at LMC, 22 years in the Nebraska Synod and  

25 years as a Lutheran Pastor. Again, thank you and God Bless! 

Pastor Paul 

WELCA NEWS.  Check out the display of Fair Trade Items!  We have added Divine Chocolate Bars in toffee crunch 

and milk chocolate which are priced at $1.50 and roasted & salted cashews which sell for $5.25.  Try one - you might like 

them!!! 

Located on the kiosk are copies for assembling the Mission Kits.  Please note the requirements have  changed. 

The Quilt Auction at Camp CJH is July 30th. We will be taking several quilts for auction. 

The next WELCA meeting will be September 7th at 2011. 
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MOVIE, TV & BOOK REVIEWS 
by Paul Coen, Senior Pastor 

―Pirates of the Caribbean 4, On 
Stranger Tides‖ Rated PG-13                
In theaters. ***  This fourth installment of 
the Johnny Depp successful pirate movies 
is much better than two or three and is on 
par with the first one. The story of eternal 
life, a pastor who is part of the pirate crew 
who offers grace and forgiveness and of 
course all the special effects, make this 
both a fun and insightful film. I watched 
this with a group of 5th-grade Sunday 
school students and they missed the spiri-
tual stuff, but loved the swash and buckle 
of the movie. You should talk about this 

movie after you have watched it. 

―Super 8‖     In theaters     Rated PG-13     
***1/2  This is a good movie despite what some 
of the critics say about it. I thought the storyline 
and the characters to be well thought out and 
portrayed. A sub-theme of fathers struggling to 
relate to their sons and daughters was very 
good. Of course, the whole alien monster con-
flict kept me focused the entire time. There are 
many and various themes in this film (not too 
many) and the story layers of this film that offer 
insight into fear, faith and forgiveness, that only 
a “Spielberg Movie” can give you. Let’s talk 

about this one after you have watched it. 

―Kung Fu Panda‖        Rated PG   
**1/2 In theaters I saw this movie 
with my 5-year old grand-daughter in 
3D, what a rush and a bit of a head-
ache!! I will say the story line was 
interesting and the movie well ani-
mated. However, it was a bit over the 
head of my grand-daughter, but older 
kids will probably enjoy it. The focus 
of who is your family and who loves 
you are excellent points made in this 
kid friendly movie. You will want to 
talk about it with your kids after you 

watch it together.  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL NEWSñHighlights of the June 15th meeting: 

Luther Memorial’s semi-annual meeting will be held following the 9am service on Sunday, June 26th.  The revised           

Constitution will be voted on at that time. 

The first “Jesus at the Bar” service on Tuesday evening, June 14th at TC’s, was well attended with 21 participants.   

Watch for updated bulletin boards in the Fellowship Hall, thanks to the Evangelism Committee!  This committee will also be 

handling the float for the Otoe County Fair Parade. 

Pastor Paul Coen has obtained several members interested in serving on the task force who will create a formal Disaster 
Plan for LMC.  There are two components to this work recovery at LMC in the event of a disaster, and an external outreach 

plan to assist others impacted by a disaster. 

Joan Ruge will be resigning as Treasurer of LMC.  Cindy Post will reach out to former Treasurers to obtain someone to finish 

out Joan’s term. 

The Council is considering the prospect of expanding the Wednesday evening meal offering beyond Advent and Lent, to 

September through May.  A more detailed proposal will be created and voted upon at the July council meeting. 

The quarterly benevolence payment of $6,823.75 will be made. 

The Property Committee will be examining the current custodial agreement to determine if changes are needed, based on 

the evolving needs of our congregation and usage of our facilities. 

Fred Bredehoeft will be starting a group called the “Luther Do-Be’s,” who will focus on completing small home projects for 

those who are not able to/cannot afford to complete projects themselves. 

Pastor Paul expressed his deep appreciation for all the council and congregation have done in recognition of the anniversary 

of his ordination. 

     Jeanette Wellsandt             

   Council Secretary 


